Stormwater
Best Management
Practices

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT

www.CleanWaterways.org

Restaurants and
Food Service Facilities




Good Practices for
Food Establishments

Restaurant activities can harm

the environment if they are

not careful with disposal and
cleanup procedures. With proper
training and education, restaurant
personnel can prevent debris from
entering storm drains, thus helping
to improve the water quality in
neighboring waterways.

This brochure will explain steps your
food establishment can take to help
protect water quality by keeping
debris out of the storm drain and by
preventing fats, oil, and grease from
blocking the sanitary sewer lines.

Storm Drains and Sani CIgAIEAWVE S

Storm drains are found in parking
lots and in streets. Storm drains are
engineered to gather and transport
stormwater to our local waterways.
Storm drain systems do not remove
any pollutants from stormwater
before it is discharged into streams
and bayous. Only unpolluted water
may be discharged to a storm drain!

Sanitary Sewers collect wastewater
from indoor (toilets, sinks, dishwash-
ing machines, and floor drains) and
transports it to a sewage treatment
plant for tants.
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“Only unpolluted water may be

, “”

discharged to a storm drain

Fats, Oil, and Grease (FOG)

Regular maintenance and service of your sewer
lines and grease trap interceptor will help pre-
vent sewer overflows to the storm drain system.

« Do not pour FOG into floor drains, sinks, or
into parking lot inlets.

+ Maintain grease traps!
«  Recycle grease and oil.

« Use drying agents (kitty litter or towels to
clean up spills.

Garbage Dumpsters

Proper Cleaning

Always empty washwater and Always use garbage bags or trash

mop buckets into the mop sink. cans.

Clean floor mats and garbage Do not rinse out dumpster!

cans in a mop sink. Request that your waste hauler

. exchange the dirty dumpster for

Regularly inspect for and clean | g 4 P
. a clean one.

trash from the outside of the

restaurant. Keep dumpster lids closed and

secure.

Ensure dumpster drain plug is
securely in place.

Keep the area around the
dumpster clean.

Avoid placing of liquids and FOG
in the dumpster.

Do not overfill the dumster.



What is an
[llicit
Discharge?

An illicit discharge is a substance
other than stormwater that is released
to a storm drain, swale, storm sewer,
or other system that moves, but does
not treat, stormwater before it is
directed into a stream, lake, or river.

of our water resources.

laundry, toilets, etc.)
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hazardous wastes

Identifying Illicit Discharges

Illicit Discharges might enter the stormwater system
through direct connection or indirect connection.

Direct connections occur when wastewater pipes are

mistakenly or deliberately connected to storm sewers.

Indirect connections occur when cracked sanitary
sewers leak into storm sewers or when spills flow
or pollutants are dumped into drains or waterways.

ILllicit discharges are most noticeable during dry
weather. A storm drain or a stormwater pipe with an
unusual odor, suds, an oil sheen, or flowing water
during dry weather might be an illicit discharge.

Contact your local form of government if you think
you have identified an illicit discharge!

These substances are considered “illicit”, or banned,
because they are hazardous to the health and safety

Some example sources of illicit discharges include:
e Sanitary wastewater (e.g. water from sinks,

e Effluent from septic tanks
e Spills from roadway accidents
e Improper disposal of auto and household

Properly Dispose of
Hazardous Waste

y  Visi m

county's website

to find
information
about local hazardous
waste drop off
programs

Learn more at
www.respectourwaters.org/
illicit-discharge-swwt
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RESPECT OUR WATERS



Preventing lllicit Discharges

An illicit discharge is any substance other than water that enters storm drains,
either purposefully or by accident. Examples include paint, motor oil or other
motor fluids, pesticides, and cleaning chemicals. When these substances are

dumped down drains, they are conveyed directly into public waters, threatening

the health of the environment and humans that interact with it!

~ Know how to identify illicit discharges

If you notice any unusual smells, suds, oil sheen, or
colors around storm drains or storm water outfalls,

report them to your municipality's Department of
Public Works!

Pl P S i s o E e : = =
W i = - — = - . = - =T 1
o 2 e = g . = " -
- J - e . - -7 S & . o A .
= 5 : e S =
A e - -.-"l__;.n.r e T S e W ‘- e - & = -
T o rmy 1 = = = e - s i
__-C'_;' __';ﬁ_‘,'_;i__ e _’" -3 G, I"".-I e 4 . = L = :
T e A e T SR TR =
gy = e o g e Y = .
= B ....i' o A e - E _-i.'\:..“ ey
ol e ‘:‘1‘ " e .. =
" F el e R A S e
e - s T = s et iy -
_.J_'I'l. ..J— J.- Wi w1 -F.._:‘_... » . L. — ey T' ~
e e e o B B e ) i
o, P gt e ARy L T - E-S : e
.._|E_—l__|'l-l S LR g - - 3 =" R 3 - ﬁ EEE
.!.'.-'J"?],-:-_;:":'- e S e x- T g
e i T iy T - pe . -
|-‘:_'1=_ rf_fi'-'il'.{':“"_’.,_!; e i iy S
T. . . —I::*'L e __,:'._;_-"-' = 3 & 5-:- -.?
B i S ST ; S
I TR B i - e e 5 - e Tk
e B ! - i W % 3 i 5
.i:!"‘:lr' '1,!-'"' -L. r'ft' o o ¢- i e
1, T o e e r s o
i T ek & s .*Lhd-i'.‘-?’ 3
o B AU E —— i i ap A
iy 1-.;:._..':.‘_‘. 4 o rter " i
e e = e o _.I:?ﬁ-— Hary RN L
B = Tl | e TP

waterways

Hazardous household materials can be disposed

of at designated hazardous drop-off areas or
recycling centers provided by your municipality.

If one of these sites doesn't already exist in your
area, ask your local DPW to create one.

g Let your friends and family know about
the harms of illicit discharges

Visit respectourwaters.org for more information

Waterways become
dangerous to people
and wildlife
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