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Subject: Proposed New State Game Lands / Delaware County

The Pennsylvania Game Commission is excited to discuss the proposed acquisition of approximately
177 acres of land previously known as the Sleighton Farm School property. This will be the first State
Game Lands (SGL) in Delaware County which will, for the first time, provide State Game Lands acres in
all 67 counties in Pennsylvanial

Our mission is to manage and protect wildlife and their habitats while promoting hunting and
trapping for current and future generations. In general, all of the State Game Lands throughout the
state provide space for all types of outdoor enthusiasts to hunt, hike, watch wildlife, or conduct
nature photography. Providing public land hunting opportunities in a suburban and urban landscape
is highly valued by residents. Our plan is to provide high quality hunting experience by designating the
property a Special Wildlife Management Area which will enable our agency to better regulate
allowable hunting practices. The number of hunters on the property on any given hunting day will be
limited through a public application and drawing process. This system has been utilized and proven
successful at our Poquessing Creek Wildlife Management Area (SGL 339) in Philadelphia County as
well as our Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area (SGL 46) in Lancaster and Lebanon County.

Regarding habitat management of the property, all our State Game Lands are guided by a
Comprehensive Management Plan which is created via a collaborative process of our agency’s
biologists, foresters, and land managers. Through this we will determine which wildlife species the
property is best suited to be managed for, with species of greatest conservation need typically taking
priority. This property does offer opportunity to manage some of the open lands as native fields as
well as combating some of the non-native invasive shrub and tree species in the forested areas. All of
the previous infrastructure and buildings will be removed with the goal of restoring the land to what
it once was and maximizing the acres available for wildlife habitat.

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss some preliminary thoughts regarding this proposed public
land that will provide quality outdoor experiences and memories for residents of Edgemont

Township, Delaware County, and beyond!

Steve Ferreri, Land Management Supervisor, Southeast Region
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